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Oct. 28 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

Statement on Signing the Noncitizen Benefit Clarification and Other
Technical Amendments Act of 1998
October 28, 1998

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4558, the
‘‘Noncitizen Benefit Clarification and Other
Technical Amendments Act of 1998.’’ This legis-
lation will further the efforts that I have under-
taken to reverse unduly harsh benefit restrictions
on legal immigrants that have nothing to do
with moving people from welfare to work. H.R.
4558 will ensure that thousands of elderly and
disabled legal immigrants who are dependent
on Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and
Medicaid will continue to receive such benefits.

The Act also contains several warranted tech-
nical amendments. Most significantly, H.R. 4558
will clarify that (i) eligible children with life-
threatening conditions may continue to receive

limited cash awards from tax-exempt organiza-
tions without losing SSI benefits, and (ii) will
amend implementation time-frames for certain
Welfare-to-Work funds.

I applaud the bipartisan spirit of H.R. 4558
and am pleased to sign this important legislation.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 28, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 4558, approved October 28, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–306. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
statement.

Statement on Emergency Funding for Antidrug Activities
October 28, 1998

I am making an additional $732 million in
emergency funding available to support antidrug
activities and drug interdiction. These funds
were provided in the Omnibus Consolidated and
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act,
1999, which I signed into law on Wednesday,
October 21st.

Of the total amount I am making available,
funds are distributed as follows:

• Department of Agriculture:
$23,000,000

• Department of Defense: $42,000,000
• Department of Justice: $20,200,000

• Department of State: $232,600,000
• Department of Transportation:

$133,700,000
• Department of the Treasury:

$277,500,000
• Office of National Drug Control Policy:

$1,200,000
• Federal Drug Control Programs:

$2,000,000

NOTE: H.R. 4328, the Omnibus Consolidated and
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act,
1999, was assigned Public Law No. 105–277.

Remarks at the State Dinner Honoring President Andres Pastrana of
Colombia
October 28, 1998

Ladies and gentlemen, good evening. Mr.
President, Mrs. Pastrana, members of the Co-
lombian delegation, distinguished guests, it’s a
great pleasure to welcome all of you to the

White House for this dinner in honor of the
President and the First Lady of Colombia.

Today President Pastrana and I worked hard
to advance the partnership between Colombia
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